Winning With Wimpy

One of my regular partners recently suggested a treatment for Roman Key Card Blackwood that I’ve found to be quite insightful. Although I’m rather certain he didn’t develop it himself, I don’t know who to properly give the credit for it.  I’m sharing it with you, but apologize to its creator. If you play RKCB and some form of 2 over 1 game force, you might find it to be as helpful and logical as I have.  Before I go into it, I’d like to offer you a simple quiz. I doubt you will have any trouble with it, but I think you’ll be very surprised by my answers. 

For the following auctions, determine which suit is trump for Key Card purposes:
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Boy, that quiz was easy wasn’t it?   Now I’d like to share the rules and theory behind the treatment I alluded to earlier.  Most players have adopted the convention that when no suit has been agreed upon, that RKCB assumes the last suit bid is trump.  While that treatment is serviceable, it is mostly unnecessary.  If the Ace-asking partner wanted to ask for key cards in partner’s last bid suit, he will almost always be able to set that suit as trump first.  The proposed new treatment has just a few simple ground rules.

· When a single suit is agreed upon in the auction, it will be the RKCB suit.

· When partner could have made a forcing raise in the last bid suit (yet didn’t), RKCB asks for the key cards in his own suit.

· When two suits are agreed upon, both suits are trump and there are six key cards.  A 5H or 5S response shows 2 or 5 key cards.  You can’t ask for key cards holding none. 

· When one partner is known to be at least 5-5, and one of the suits is trump, both suits are treated as trump and there are six key cards.

These modifications make perfect logical sense, and as you will see, they change the meanings of most of the auctions I listed above.  Let’s take a look:

1. Spades are trump. North had no way to raise spades and force South to bid again.

2. Hearts are trump. North could have bid 3D (100% forcing) if he (later) wanted to ask in diamonds.

3. Hearts are trump. South could have bid 2C (4th suit forcing) and then raised spades (100% forcing) if he was interested in asking in spades. (A good argument could be made for having no suit as trump since South could have bid 2C and then rebid hearts (100% forcing) if he was interested in asking in that suit. The auction could get messy if North bids 3NT at some point, so it’s simpler to agree that hearts are trump right away.)
4. Diamonds are trump. South could have raised to 3H (forcing) if he wanted to ask in hearts. 

5. Hearts and Clubs are trump. The kings of both suits are key cards. South is known to be at least 5-5.

6. Spades and Diamonds are trump. Both suits have been agreed upon. The kings of both suits are key cards. 

7. There is no trump suit. South in NOT interested in the King of Spades or he would have started with Jacoby 2NT.  North answers simple aces, 0-1-2-3-4.

8. There is no trump suit. South could have set spades easily with 3S. It seems unlikely, but South presumably has a great hand and could be considering a grand slam in no trump. 

9. Diamonds are trump.  Simply because North rebid his hearts does not necessarily designate them as trump. South could have raised to 3H (100% forcing) but chose not to do it.

Auctions where the opponents are competing would need to be thoroughly discussed. Assuming partner would use available cue bids to definitively set trumps could get awkward – especially if the opponents could effectively jam your auction.  It’s probably better and safer to agree that when the opponents compete, a jump to 4NT assumes that partner’s last bid suit is trump. 

If you and your partner aren’t completely in sync with this, I can envision many embarrassments. You might rightly feel that the advantage of this system is outweighed by its propensity for disaster.  That’s fine. However, if you are the type of player that can take advantage of little modifications like this one, I feel that this could be a powerful weapon in your arsenal. 

