Second Hand Play Quiz 

I.




North (Dummy)





♠ Q 5





♥ Q 9 3





♦ T 9 5 4





♣ J 7 6 5


West






East (You)


♥ 10






♠ K 9 7 6









♥ 8 2
The Queen wins in dummy, declarer playing the ♥ 4.

♦ K 3
Dummy leads the Four of Diamonds.  Plan your defense. 

♣ T 9 4 3 2

II. 

North (Dummy)


♠ Q 4









♥ A 7 2





 


♦ K Q T 7 5





 


♣ K 6 4

East (You)


West leads the ♣Q which is allowed to hold,
West




♠ K 2



Declarer ducks the Jack continuation as
♣Q




♥ K 9 6 5 3


well. At trick 3, West shifts to the Queen of





♦ J 9 8



Hearts, won by dummy’s Ace.  Dummy now






♣ A 8 3


leads the Queen of Spades. Do you cover?

III.  




North (Dummy)





♠ 4 3 2



You lead the Six of Spades, Partner plays 





♥ 4 3



the Ten, and declarer wins the Queen.





♦ A J T 8 6


Declarer switches to the Three of Diamonds.





♣ Q 7 2


Plan your defense from here.


West (You)








♠ K 9 8 6 5








♥ T 9








♦ K 9 2







♣ J 9 6


IV.

North (Dummy)


♠ 7 5 2









♥ A Q J 9 5





 


♦ T 8 7





 


♣ 8 6


East (You)




West 




♠ 9 8 6





♠Q




♥ K 8 7 3 2








♦ A Q 5


West leads the ♠Q won by declarer’s Ace. 





♣ T 4



The Six of Hearts is led to the Four and Ace.










The Ten of Diamonds is led from dummy.










You were ready for this play. What diamond










do you play from your hand?

V. 




North (Dummy)





♠ K Q T

You lead the Jack of Clubs, and Partner wins the 





♥ J T 8 5 4 3

Ace-Queen. At trick 3, Partner shifts to the Queen





♦ 7 6


of Diamonds, South winning the Ace. Declarer





♣ K 4


plays the Ace of Hearts (Partner following), then 


West (You)




King of Diamonds, and ruffs a diamond, as Partner


♠ A 6 5




follows with the Deuce and Ten. A spade is led 


♥ 2





toward
dummy. Do you win this trick? If you duck,

♦ 9 8 5 3




the King wins, and declarer re-enters his hand with



♣ J T 9 8 7




a trump to lead another spade. What do you do?


VI.

North (Dummy)


♠ 6 5 3








♥ A K Q 2





 


♦ Q 5 2




 


♣ 9 5 3




West




East (You)


West leads the ♠7 won by declarer’s Ten. 
♠7




♠ 8 2



The Four of Hearts is led to the Ace, 






♥ J 9 8 7


Partner playing the Ten. A low club is led.





♦ K 9 8 7


Plan the defense from here. 






♣ A 6 4

VII.

North (Dummy)


♠ 7 4








♥ A 5





 


♦ A K Q T 9 8



 


♣ Q 3 2



West




East (You)


West leads the ♠K, and declarer ducks. 
♠K




♠ 6 5



West continues with the Jack, won by





♥ J 8 7 6


Declarer’s Ace. A diamond is led to dummy 





♦ 6 5 3 2


followed by the Queen of Clubs. Do you 






♣ K 6 5


cover?


VIII.

North (Dummy)


♠ 8 7 6








♥ 2





 


♦ J 9 6 4


 


♣ A Q 6 3 2



West




East (You)


 
♦ A




♠ K Q 4













♥ J 9 8 3


 





♦ Q T 8 5


 






♣ J 9

West leads the Ace-King of Diamonds, and a third diamond. South ruffs the third round. South cashes the Ace of Hearts, and leads the Four of Hearts – ruffing in dummy. West played the Seven and Six of Hearts on these two tricks. A spade is led from the dummy. Which spade do you play? 

Second Hand Play Quiz Answers 

I.




North (Dummy)





♠ Q 5





♥ Q 9 3





♦ T 9 5 4





♣ J 7 6 5


West





East (You)


♠ T 8 3 2




♠ K 9 7 6


♥ K J T 7 6 5




♥ 8 2
♦ A 6 2





♦ K 3
♣ ---





♣ T 9 4 3 2






South 





♠ A J 4











♥ A 4





 





♦ Q J 8 7





 





♣ A K Q 8
West leads the Ten of Hearts won by dummy’s Queen. When a small diamond is led from dummy, East must rise with the King to return his remaining diamond. If he fails to do this, the hand will be made. If West wins the first diamond, the defense collapses; and if both defenders duck the trick, South can shift his attention to spades to collect nine tricks.

II. 

North (Dummy)



West leads the ♣Q which is allowed to hold.


♠ Q 4





Declarer ducks the ♣J continuation as well. At 



♥ A 7 2




trick 3, West shifts to the ♥ Q, won by dummy’s
 


♦ K Q T 7 5




♥ A.  Dummy now leads the ♠ Q. Do you cover?
 


♣ K 6 4


West




East (You)

South is trying to tempt East to help him out. If

♠ ---




♠ K 2


East plays low smoothly, (no point in covering
♥ Q J 8 4



♥ K 9 6 5 3

on this bidding), South, with 11 spades between
♦ A 6 4 2

♦ J 9 8


the two hands will probably rise with the Ace. 
♣ Q J T 7 2



♣ A 8 3

South will give East the chance to make the mistake


South 





but East must be prepared for this play. 


♠ A J T 9 8 7 6 5 3







♥ 10





 


♦ 3





 


♣ 9 5
III.  










North (Dummy)





♠ 4 3 2





♥ 4 3





♦ A J T 8 6





♣ Q 7 2


West (You)





East 


♠ K 9 8 6 5





♠ T 7


♥ T 9






♥ Q 8 7 6 5
♦ K 9 2






♦ Q 7 5
♣ J 9 6






♣ K T 4






South 





♠ A Q J










♥ A K J 2





 





♦ 4 3





 





♣ A 8 5 3

South wins the first spade with the QUEEN (so that neither opponent knows who has the Jack) and leads a diamond. West must play the KING. South can overcome this play if he takes all the right views from here on, (Win the Ace of Diamonds, finesse the Jack of Hearts, lead a diamond to the Ten and East’s Queen, win the spade return with the Ace, cash the Ace-King of Hearts and throw East in with a heart forcing him to eventually lead away from his King of Clubs), but don’t bet on it. However, if West woodenly plays a low diamond at trick 2, the defense falls apart – unless East is clever enough to duck with his Queen. (Don’t bet on that either!)

IV.






North (Dummy)





♠ 7 5 2





♥ A Q J 9 5





♦ T 8 7





♣ 8 6


West





East (You)


♠ Q J T 4 3




♠ 9 8 6


♥ T 4





♥ K 8 7 3 2
♦ ---





♦ A Q 5
♣ J 9 7 5 3 2




♣ T 4






South 





♠ A K











♥ 6





 





♦ K J 9 6 4 3 2





 





♣ A K Q 

West leads the ♠Q won by declarer’s Ace. The Six of Hearts is led to the Four and Ace.  The Ten of Diamonds is led from dummy.  East must rise with the Ace. East can see that if he wins the Ace of Diamonds and exits with anything other than a low heart, that it will be impossible for South to get to dummy to repeat the diamond finesse even though he knows that East has the guarded Queen. East sees that he can over-trump a third round of clubs, which is the only possible way South has of getting to dummy. If East ducks the diamond, South will as well, and the lead will remain in dummy for South to lead a 2nd diamond to make his slam. 
V. 










North (Dummy)





♠ K Q T





♥ J T 8 5 4 3





♦ 7 6





♣ K 4


West (You)




East 


♠ A 6 5




♠ J 9 8 3


♥ 2





♥ 6
♦ 9 8 5 3




♦ Q J T 2
♣ J T 9 8 7




♣ A Q 6 5






South 





♠ 7 4 2










♥ A K Q 9 7





 





♦ A K 4





 





♣ 3 2

You lead the Jack of Clubs, and Partner wins the Ace-Queen. At trick 3, Partner shifts to the Queen of Diamonds, South winning the Ace. When South leads a low spade toward the dummy, West should plan to duck twice and hope that South misguesses. Obviously, the only way to defeat this contract is to try for two spade tricks, and ducking twice gives you your only chance. 
VI.




North (Dummy)





♠ 6 5 3





♥ A K Q 2





♦ Q 5 2





♣ 9 5 3


West





East (You)


♠ K J 9 7 4




♠ 8 2


♥ T 6 3





♥ J 9 8 7
♦ T 6 3





♦ K 9 8 7
♣ K 2





♣ A 6 4






South 





♠ A Q T










♥ 5 4





 





♦ A J 4





 





♣ Q J T 8 7

West leads the ♠7 won by declarer’s Ten. The Four of Hearts is led to the Ace, as partner plays the Ten. A low club is led from the dummy. East must win the Ace of Clubs and return a spade. This has the dual effect of clearing the spade suit and also retaining partner’s entry. Hopefully, he will be able to win the 2nd club trick and run his now established spades. If partner has no side entry, the hand cannot be defeated – unless of course partner’s spades are ♠A Q 9 7 4.
VII.


North (Dummy)





♠ 7 4





♥ A 5





♦ A K Q T 9 8





♣ Q 3 2


West





East (You)


♠ K Q J 8 3 2




♠ 6 5


♥ Q T 9




♥ J 8 7 6
♦ 7





♦ 6 5 3 2
♣ 8 7 4





♣ K 6 5






South 





♠ A T 9










♥ K 4 3 2





 





♦ J 4





 





♣ A J T 9

West leads the ♠K, and declarer ducks. West continues with the Jack, won by Declarer’s Ace. A diamond is led to dummy followed by the Queen of Clubs. Should you cover this?
Don’t cover. Even though covering may well promote a possible Ten in partner’s hand, you know declarer cannot afford to take the club finesse into a hand that has four more good spades to cash! If declarer has the Ace of Clubs (which he obviously does), he is no more intention of taking this finesse than taking a trip to the moon. He is simply trying to steal overtricks from you. Play low and watch him go up with the Ace. 

VIII.


North (Dummy)





♠ 8 7 6





♥ 2





♦ J 9 6 4





♣ A Q 6 3 2


West





East (You)


♠ T 5





♠ K Q 4


♥ T 7 6 5




♥ J 9 8 3
♦ A K 7




♦ Q T 8 5
♣ T 8 7 4




♣ J 9





South 





♠ A J 9 3 2










♥ A K Q 4





 





♦ 3 2





 





♣ K 5
West leads the Ace-King of Diamonds, and a third diamond. South ruffs the third round. South cashes the Ace of Hearts, and leads the Four of Hearts – ruffing in dummy. West played the Five and Six of Hearts on these two tricks. A spade is led from the dummy. Which spade do you play?
Play low. South apparently does not have any more losing hearts to ruff, or else he wouldn’t be drawing trump. His trump holding may be AJTxx, in which case you will never get more than one trump trick – however it may be what you see in the diagram. If this is the case, he is planning to play low (hoping you have either King-Ten, Queen-Ten, or King-Queen-Ten), and your partner will win his Ten. Your remaining King-Queen will be the setting trick. Besides, how foolish would you look if you split your honors only to discover that partner held the singleton Jack? You can’t gain by splitting – so play low!! 


































South	    North


  1S	     2S     


  3H	     3S	


  4S	     Pass








West	North	East	South


  2S	 3D	 Pass     3NT 


All Pass








South	    North


  1C	     1H      


 1NT	    2NT	


 3NT	     Pass





South	  North	


  1H	    4H       


 





South	    North


  2C	    2NT*      


  3D	     4D	


4NT	     5D


  6D	    Pass





South	West	North	East


  1C	 Pass	 1D       Pass


 2NT	 Pass	 3NT	 Pass








South	West	North	East


  4S	All Pass








South	West	North	East


 2NT	 Pass	 3NT	All Pass








South	West	North	East


 2NT	 Pass	 3NT	All Pass








South	West	North	East


 2NT	 Pass	 3NT	All Pass








South	West	North	East


 2NT	 Pass	 3NT	All Pass








South	West	North	East


 2NT	 Pass	 3NT	All Pass








South	West	North	East


 2NT	 Pass	 3NT	All Pass














South	West	North	East


 2NT	 Pass	 3NT	All Pass








South	    North


  1C	     1H      


 1NT	    2NT	


 3NT	     Pass





South	  North	


  1H	    4H       


 





South	West	North	East


  4S	All Pass








South	    North


  2C	    2NT*      


  3D	     4D	


4NT	     5D


  6D	    Pass





South	West	North	East


  1C	 Pass	  1D	Pass  


  2NT	 Pass	  3NT   Pass








West	North	East	South


  2S	 3D	 Pass     3NT 


All Pass








South	    North


  1S	     2S     


  3H	     3S	


  4S	     Pass











