Lead Directing Doubles I
There are often opportunities to make “lead directing doubles”. A lead directing double is a form of penalty double, but it is seldom passed by the original bidder or his partner because of the nature of the auction. Done correctly, the partner of the doubler is alerted to what his partner thinks will be the best lead, and a player who is familiar with lead directing doubles has a huge advantage over one who is not. 
I.    All doubles of ARTIFICIAL bids (Stayman, Jacoby Transfers, Drury, Bergen, Blackwood and 
      Gerber Responses, Cue Bids, Strong 2C Openings, etc.) are lead directive – never for takeout. 
A:  Stayman and Jacoby Transfer


South
West
North
East

 






 1NT
 Pass
  2C
 Dbl

East’s double of North’s artificial 2C bid shows good clubs, typically a 5 or 6 card suit to three honors, and suggests a club lead if West ends up on lead. East should not double 2C if he has length but no strength. If N-S are using Two-Way Stayman, then 2D is also an artificial response, and a double shows diamonds. If N-S are using Jacoby Transfer bids, responses of 2D, 2H, and 2S are all artificial and doubles of these bids are lead directing. 

B:  Blackwood/Gerber Responses


South
West
North
East

 






 1S
 Pass
 2NT*
Pass

*  Forcing spade raise







 4NT     Pass
  5D      Dbl

Doubles of Blackwood responses are lead directing because the responses are artificial. East’s double of 5D asks West to lead a diamond against an eventual spade contract. Again, East would not double to show diamond length, but to show strength. In this example, East could have as little as KQx of Diamonds for his bid.  East may have another chance to double if South bids 5NT, asking for kings. East’s failure to double a Blackwood response indicates he has little or no interest in that suit being led.  




South
West
North
East

 
  1S
 Pass
 2NT*
Pass

West can infer
that East is not interested in a lead of either 

   4NT      Pass
  5D     Pass

 red suit so with no clear cut lead of his own, (a sequence lead)


 5NT
 Pass
  6H
Pass

 he should consider leading club

  6S
 All Pass
C:  Cue Bids

In the modern game, cue bids abound. Doubles of most cue bids,



particularly those at the higher levels, are all lead directing.


South
West
North
East

 






 


 1C
 Pass
  1D
Pass



After spades have been agreed, South makes a slam try by cue bidding a
 1S        Pass
  3S      Pass

control in clubs and North cooperates by cue bidding a heart control.
 4C
 Pass
  4H
 Dbl

East’s double asks for a heart lead against an eventual spade contract. 

Had East failed to double 4H, he would be showing a lack of interest in that suit.  It’s always better to “tell” the opponents how you will defend and keep them from bidding a slam, than to wait for them to get there and “hope” that partner can find the killing lead. You can’t double the slam later, and expect that partner will lead any suit that you could have made a lead directing double in earlier. He won’t do it. You already told him not to.

Some cue bids do not show controls, but rather, 2-suited hands. Doubles of these cue bids are NOT lead directing.    
South
West
North
East

 1H
  2H
 Dbl


Assume for the moment that E-W are using the direct cue bid to show a two

suited hand (Michaels, for example). North’s double simply shows a good

hand, and is more easily compared to a redouble than a request for any specific lead. Most often, this double suggests strength in suits that West may be expected to hold, with a desire to defend if possible. Doubles of the Unusual No Trump (2NT) are similar, showing strength with an inclination toward defending. 
Sometimes partner will open a suit, and the opponents will cue bid it later in the auction.
South
West
North
East

 1H
 Dbl
Pass
 3C
Here, if North had heart length, he would have likely raised earlier in the auction. 

Pass
  3H
Dbl

North is telling his partner that he has a heart honor, often a singleton or doubleton,




and that South can safely lead a low heart against the final contract.  If North fails to double, East may bid 3NT, either hoping his partner has a stopper, or trying to pretend that he has one. South may believe him and lead a side suit, trying to find North’s entry for a heart lead through East imagined heart honor. 
Be careful about doubling cue bids if you the one who is going to be on lead. Remember, you don’t have to remind yourself what to lead!









Assume that East has good clubs, perhaps KQJx. He does not


South
West
North
East

double because he is going to be on lead against hearts. A double
  
  
  1D
 Pass
  1H
Pass

at this point is more sacrifice-oriented than lead directing, and occurs rarely.  
  3H
 Pass
  4C
  ?

D:  Artificial Opening Bids

Today, especially at tournaments, you may encounter many bridge systems using an artificial opening bid of 1C to show 17 or more high card points. What does a double of an artificial 1C opening mean?  Without discussion, the default rules apply, namely, showing strength in clubs. Many experts use the double of an artificial 1C opening to show some kind of two suited hand – frequently the majors. Therefore the double is not lead directing. Using this method, an overcall of 1NT is for the minors, and all suit overcalls are natural.

Many players employ the “Flannery” Convention, where an opening bid of 2D promises 5 hearts and 4 spades. Again, without discussion, an immediate double would promise a good diamond suit. More often, expert players use a system known as the “Flannery Defense” where a double of an opening 2D bid shows a hand of opening 1NT strength or better, 2H is a takeout of hearts, 2S is natural, and 2NT is unusual promising both minors.

Since the use of Weak Two bids is now all but universal, most players use a strong artificial 2C bid to show all strong forcing opening bids. Most experts play a double of 2C is lead directing, (as would you, unless you had specifically discussed it previously), although there are some who use the double to show some 2-suited hands.

The majority of systems using a 1C strong and artificial opening use artificial responses as well. For example:

South
West
North
East

 1C*
 Pass
 1D**
 Dbl
The 1D response shows a weak hand in response to an artificial 1C opening. East’s



double shows diamonds. The same is true in this very common sequence:

South
West
North
East

 2C*
 Pass
 2D**
 Dbl
Again, East is showing good diamonds, and is not, repeat not, doubling for takeout.

E:  Doubles of the Fourth Suit

Good players do not bid the “fourth suit” naturally. The bid is used most often to initiate a game forcing sequence. Sometimes it is used to later show a forcing raise in one of partner’s suits, sometimes it used to later show a big forcing hand in his own suit, and sometimes it is used to probe for a stopper, to see if 3NT is a viable option.  Generally, the bidder of the 4th suit is asking partner to 
1. Show 3 card support for his first bid suit if he has it, or

2. Bid NT with a stopper in the 4th suit.

Thus, the player who bids “4th Suit Forcing” will rarely have the suit himself. His partner does not rate to have the suit either, since by definition, he has already bid two other suits. Here is a common sequence:

South
West
North
East

 1S
 Pass
 2D
 Pass
 

 2H
 Pass
 3C*
 Dbl

East’s double shows good clubs. He usually is not asking his partner to 






sacrifice later, although at the right vulnerability and with the right distribu-tion, West could consider a club save. If South happens to bid 3NT, he should expect a club lead from West. 
















