Is it Forcing? Part II
An Overview of Forcing Bids

Successful bidding requires both partners to have a thorough knowledge of forcing principles and to be able to recognize when partner expects them to keep the auction alive.  With the exception of one specific sequence, a new suit by responder is 100% forcing.

1.

Opener (you)

Responder (partner)


       1C



1H



        ?






100% forcing. You may not pass
2.

Opener (you)

Responder (partner)
       1D



1S

        ?






100% forcing. You may not pass
3.

Opener (you)

Responder (partner)


       1D



1S



       2D
        


2H



        ?






100% forcing. You may not pass
4.

Opener (you)

Responder (partner)

 
       1D



1S



      1NT


2H


This is the Non-Forcing exception


        ?






Learn it. It is different from #3.

5.

Opener (you)

Responder (partner)


       1D



1S


In Standard American, this is non-forcing.


      1NT


2C


In 2/1 (and Wimpy Standard) it is a forcing


        ?






conventional call. More on this later.

6.

Opener (you)

Responder (partner)


       1D



1H


Opener’s simple new suit rebid in not 



       1S



  ?


forcing. Responder may pass. 
7.

Opener (you)

Responder (partner)


       1D



1H




1S
 ?




If Responder chooses to raise Diamonds or Spades to ANY level, or jump in Hearts, it is NOT FORCING! In addition, rebids of 1NT, 2NT, and 3NT are also non-forcing. The only forcing bid available to Responder in this sequence is the conventional bid of 2C, which is not only forcing, but additionally creates a Game Force.
Two Over One Forcing Sequences
Two over one bidding sequences will almost always proceed to game. Most players who use this system elect to have the agreement that the initial 2 over 1 bid creates a game force.  There is nothing wrong with this agreement, although it necessarily requires that the 1NT bid have an ever wider range of possible values. Wimpy Standard allows that invitational hands with a 6 card or longer suit can be introduced at responder’s first opportunity to bid.
8.

Opener (partner)


Responder (you)



1S




?

Suppose you hold: ♠ 6  ♥ K84  ♦ AQJ853  ♣ J75 

If you playing that a 2D bid is an absolute game force, then you can’t afford to make this call. With no fit for partner’s suit, and no good reason to force the partnership to game, you must start with a very non-descriptive bid of 1NT. Wimpy Standard allows for a one-round forcing bid of 2D here.  

The important thing about a two over one response is that it creates a forcing bid sequence. Opener’s first rebid will be 100% forcing if it is below game. 
9.

Opener (partner)


Responder (you)



1S




2D




2H




 ?

100% forcing. You may not pass.

10.

Opener (partner)


Responder (you)



1S




2D




2S




  ?

100% forcing. You may not pass.
11.

Opener (partner)


Responder (you)



1S




2D



           2NT




 ?

100% forcing. You may not pass.

In examples 9-11, if Responder’s (your) next bid is 3D, you promise an invitational hand only – similar to the hand presented earlier. Opener may pass with a minimum or misfit. Opener is warned about getting too excited, as you have limited your hand. Any bid other than 3D confirms the game force your initial bid suggested.

12.

Opener (partner)


Responder (you)



1S




2D



  
3D




 ?

100% forcing. You may not pass.

When opener makes a non-minimum rebid after your 2 over 1 response, it not only creates a one round force, it creates a game force. The auction may not be passed out below game.

13.

Opener (partner)


Responder (you)



1S




2D



  
3S




 ?

100%  Game Forcing. 

14.

Opener (partner)


Responder (you)



1S




2D



  
3C




 ?

100%  Game Forcing. 

We’re going to end our discussion for now, with the following 2 principles: 

A) You can’t pull an agreed major to a minor suit contract.
B)  You can’t pull a voluntarily bid game of 3NT to 4 of a minor.

15.

Opener (partner)


Responder (you)



1D




1S




2S




3D

100% forcing. You may not pass.




 ?
16.

Opener (partner)


Responder (you)



1C




1H




1S




3NT



4C




  ?

100% forcing. You may not pass.

In general, any new suit bid, after a different suit has been agreed upon is a one round force.
